Duke of Kent's Waltz 
Calvin Campbell 


| will be doing a one hour session on English/Colonial Dancing at the National Square 
Dance Convention in Kansas City. I’m filling for a real expert that can’t attend the convention. 
I’m not an expert on either type of dance, but | use similar dances in Community Dancing. | 
really like dance music from that era and the dances have nice feel. 


| have been watching versions of Duke of Kent’s Waltz on YouTube. | found about 6 
different versions of the dance. | consulted with a couple of leaders who know a lot more than 
| do about the subject. They could not identify the most historically correct version of this 
dance or recommend what | should do. 


Since | will be working with square dancers that may or may not know how to waltz at all, 
I’m going to keep the version | teach very simple. 


CQ E | | found a very good video of whre | liked the styling. (Click Here) 
The music | will use is by The Dance Hall Players. (Click Here) 
you can purchase a copy from Amazon. (Click Here) 


| thought | might discuss the reasons why | picked this version of the 
dance. In community dancing, the people are dancing mainly for fun. They 
aren’t really interested in historical correctness. In the case of this particular 
dance, which version is the correct version could be greatly debated. 


So, | picked a version that | felt | could teach to community dancers 
quickly. It’s not the version | first learned to dance, but | felt were some nice 
er movements that improved on the version | learned. 


| stayed away from any version where the dancers might get confused 
about how to cast down. Progression in contra dancing is one of the hardest things for new 
dancers to understand how to do. Most of the variations, | viewed, were really just different 
ways to progress the set. 


| picked music based on how fast | felt new dancers could move comfortably. The version | 
will use is about in the middle of the tempos of the recordings | listened to. | loved the musical 
arrangement and the mix of instrument leads in this recording. 


Finally, | have one hour to teach some English/colonial dances to a bunch of modern 
western square dancers. I’m picking simple and hopefully safe material. 


